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Everyday Experience in ®SAGE
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Abstract

This article explores the social media postings of Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
soldiers on two different and unofficial Facebook groups. While scholars of armed
forces and society have noted the growing importance that militaries have placed
on digital media, there is little data regarding the unofficial uses and meanings that
regular soldiers themselves make of social networking sites. With an anthro-
pological focus on everyday experiences, we argue that the social media activity of
IDF personnel highlights the quotidian aspects of military life in ways that rever-
berate beyond the strictly ideological or political facets of their service. Here,
soldiers can express their frustrations with military bureaucracy, while also pre-
senting a lighthearted (and positive) commentary on a shared rite of passage. This
research opens a window into the lives and dilemmas of the first generation of
Israeli soldiers to employ new media as a taken for granted aspect of their service.
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In 2013, the commanding colonel of an Israel Defense Forces (IDF) infantry brigade
repeated a popular joke that the most common contemporary Israeli youth “move-
ment” is the humble finger swipe. His remark was referring to the very familiar
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