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From Heroic to Post Heroic warfare in the IDF — The experiences of tunnel
operations in Gaza Strip 2002-2014

Abstract

Israel's national way of war has gradually become "post-heroic” and is very risk-
averse. Unlike most research that looks at this process from the macro level, this
paper presents this process through the experiences of IDF combat engineers
involved in tunnel operations in the Gaza Strip. Participants in the study were
interviewed and shared their experiences during operations against the
subterranean threat in the Gaza Strip from 2002 to 2014. The information
collected was defined as an "operation in tunnels” since we did not find any case
studies of close combat in tunnels. The main themes found include: "tunnel
operations experience,” “Classification and self-selection of personnel”,
"Accumulation of operational experience,” and "danger and heroes.” We present
an analytical model of these themes that includes four types of operational
organizations that served to counter the threat posed by the enemy in
underground warfare. This model reflects the process of Israeli warfare
transforming into post-heroic warfare, including the allocation of resources to
technologically based warfare. However, we emphasize the possibility that this
process can become heroic based on the operational experiences of combatants in
the theater of operations. Understanding this process is important for
understanding the IDF’s fighting power in the event of another high-intensity
conflict

TPPIRDN NNNONN 7" Y V2D NNIDYN NYRIAND NMVINNN
VIRN HTH HNURA MIN VAN IRIAND PNVDNN YAV MNIVWRIN DYIYD NNINON INRS
DOYXNRAN NR IRNY "D (national way of war) "'MIRYN NNNOYNRA 7177 WWIND DR
(Hart, 1932) NNNYN MIDIR MPTN DMYRNRIY DPVINIAN DPINIRD ,DP’NIANN
PIRD MAMTYN MTN JNIROY NPNIRDD NITNDNN NIRMD AT IVIN VROW AT JUNa
RN NYMRYN NNNYNN 717 .(Citino, 2005; Reid, 2011) INYYAN 19IR NRY IRAND TMI NR
IPR” MNNY RAn 727TH Y95 TI72) L,07550 DPVKI9YT DPNIAN NMIMD HY NN
NMoINNN YY MIINN IPAVIN DR APINN T DTV IRIAND PNIRD DY "NHYRID
5W MINN DR DIYARNN 1IPNN NNI2 02250N YY) (lived experience) NNV DN
RN TPNRPDYN MOINAN ,NRT DY .RAND MINN IR 23PN DTV DIRYMIN 09N
(Ben- NINYN MORY DMI DMV DN 1AW 19IRD DRNNA NANIYN GRY MV ITH
5® 1MVH2 IRND VAR PNRYDY MDIND VAN NR .Shalom & Benbenisty, 2019)
the dreary and ”) MynwN 17 D”PVIT DIVPNI (Wikan) P2 MR NNININIRD
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NANYN 1T NIPpNN W (Wikan, 1991, p. 291) N1 DY DYP YW (“intensely meaningful
SV DYDYN PN PN NYYNRD VNHN” AVPIN IPNNY I MDYN MpRY moinna
PND052 HHINY NINON PR IR RIAND MPVR NPT KV 11N TWARN 0HrN
NOYTYN MIRIAND NIIPNN 1AW TITN DR D) 1YIN MPYN HY NP DY MoInnn
(Ben-Shalom & Benbenisty, 2019; Ben- M27p TonN2 I1v9aY R PIRNNY jNRNND
,INPN NIpN RN MINING 1N SV NYToYn NINN TINYD .Shalom et al, 2019)
Ben-) Y7NN1 MYRIINVDIA NNMH YV NMINNAND DR P20 NIVARN RNY PON
.(Shalon, 2018

MY PN Y7Ax ywa XY (9N DKWY YRIN) ANVRIN PIAY nnndn RN
DR 97X NPY NNNYNN INRY MY MY HYI IR IR NPTN IR TGP
NIRAX ,NNITIND NHIPN .DINPRN QIR NTANND ANNNN MAPYL ,0NY1 NAY 71T
0 31 1NYA NPTNN DY NINPN MARYA DN VN N2MIN PN NN DYNPTN
D120 Y109 19110 1P 1YYYN IRIAND TIPYAM ,TIRN M DIPINAN DNINN MYV
0NN NYITIV NIIPNN NN DR DNRXY HY HapHY IXHRIYV DNITRN DX 70 .29pN NTYA
990 DTV DD D100 IMINNIDY IMISMIND VYA WY a0 TIPanY L,HNN D
MNDXRD HY H2IPN N YNNIV MTIARD NYW IR DM PR YR YV NInean
NYHRNMIPN NNINYNA VYA 927N .NTHIND HY NPNPVIN MION PHNI NRT HPY HRIWA
NDIRN NYDIYIRN TINR HINR YV DTPN 0N NPV DNARY DHPN MIN DAY
,ANNYN 2850 DHYa NWRIN NXIITN2 NNINWA 200 IRNA YW 1MvN nY¥nna Ynn
YR DMWY (Ben-Shalom, 2018) YRV D) AMIT MY 727 NIIVRIN PI2Y NNYNM
,07112°010 MIYIN’NA NIAIRND NIPYI TR "IIRITNVDIO NNMY” MO0 DIRINN
Coker, 2009; Kober, 2015; ) T'NIIR 1PDIYIIRD P2IR PTIN NY'NI MTIRN NTH02
.(Luttwak, 1996

MXPN NN RIVN DR VMY MINR MIT MITN MPYINI 17IWD 07PN NRnHn
onY'nd MaXTyn i NNk NN Sy nnndn nPorR DvwY ,DTRD M DR JNYY
MM MM MIRXNMIN MON MPTN TN IR ,DPN1TN DIRY DWHN NIV NNINRA
PN LpnInn onYnY MarTyn 0 NNMYa MaMYn mMyTN JWRI 0’17 DMpna
mMNNYn 13 0MNNON DIPN VYN ."N»PI” NPNTR ,NNTPNN 1PNYIOV YY mooann
MY L(Kober, 2015) DT W MM NHYYANN YININY MOTNVN MITN ,PIann
TION DTN PPON 2PY ,NYRI DHNIN IPNY NIVN IIYRIAN ANNT RN MININA
P

WPIPTIIND PINa nmd

N0DNL WTN WPR TPNRM ApN NNYn PYND OYRIPTINN TIina vinw
191 ,77VM AVRIN DNYN NANYHRI MININI DAMY 1WHRNYA NVTNN NPRIAND
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WVRYHY M NYPYRIPTIN 1RMY MIIN .(Richemond-Barak, 2017) DRIV nNnNYNa
MMR DAY ,DRIVONA NI ANTO 'NYI INY DOTYNN DINIRY MINIR
NINARN ARMMIP MINNIY 293 MIVTPIRY PNTN PYI DY IR DNY’AY NNIONND
WPIPTIINN THNA NNMY NPT NY NYRIL .NMIANTTMNIR SV NININIO0N TMAAMTY NoNY
N2 DNYNY NIV NNYPI NANII NV 2pY ,0Ya AnmY YW MNIdN PaRN 1NN
DANIM NPNNN MA27 YY NPNWN 1131 M2IYN 139 (Mega-Cities) NYPIY DMYa
TIT DMININN DIR 2 1PDNIN NV D MIIYNN HYUNY T .00 Ipnnd 11o;nY
MPT MY DINM Y21 DINN2 YYRIVID (107N POV 1721721 INTRY Nnnn vyap
223 YV YYD LAY NYINT DY HRIY D123 HY INN YPIpa :MTIN nnmY
NYNM ,9071 MIVN 920 DP”P ATY 91232 MININD MNR .(Ortal, 2018) 11129 HRIWY?
59%1979” 1211910 D10 PR TNRY AT NI D1INN HRIY? D133 AnTan manna
Hecht, 2014; Marcus, ) NVYTIY? MTN Y7AX PN AT INRN DPRY Myn nnb 1

(2015
NI2NN MMM YD 09NN LDNIR 1NI2 NNANN DTN 91232 YPIPTIND DYRN
mMa1p DXIYY AYNNY MYNON VA LYPIPN 21aY 2P 119M IO MOIvS
N2 VRNV YN ,MININND YV PXRINN 197Y NR DRNNI 11°20 MITHL I0VINNN
INRY .MNYRN IND WWVN GRY DY NYINT N2 YR YV Davna Yanh 1
2YNY NIVNI HRIY PINY NYapnn MAMN NPan nbnn I INn mpnannn
MIINN 1N NNR MYXRNRA .N90N IR NAPNN JTNXY NRT .DYaNN Hv MTT2 NYHIN
T PRRN TON VNN L2006 M2 VOV TYYY HPNN DR GPIONY DRANN NYOXN 1HHN
Mana 19NN IR NNIRNY HRVN INYNL 1TIN VI NAPNN MMM L, anInm
Shapir & Perel, ) DYNMR YV qRI DWVINN DAMY YW NPIN IPYNIN TWARY *Td T

(2014
MNING MM’ MYNNRA 1PIDY PHARN HRIWA TIVI WYPIPTIND DYRD MNNAOND oy
TTPANY MTNY NIITHL MPIN DPRY DPYRIAND MMON MIDIYN NIPNAN .0PNINI0
AWV NRVIAN T MINNAND T IRIN VIPIN HROT JTNHYVAY MIMNA NR INRY
Ra¥ 5® M1IN2 WVIARY MIAN HY 00aNN VIPIN (Marcus, 2015) 'RAX MYINON
DR MIYARNN "MNTIN% MNNR" onNrYnm ,n7wn 0YIvYn NINYNI NMI2NTMINIR
5% M2aIn 3 YV (Marcus, 2015) X1 .ANANYN ORY N2 1YY'R TIT5 ONYNNa YN
5w NY922 DMPN DIVDIN PN YTN OYRIANM MTNYN ITINP MTN ,INAN TIpd
ORIY SV TMIRDN NNNYNRA TITY T WA MIMIND DYR DY TTINNNY Y'hN
oy TTNNNY IYY0  NYONNA ATV MW NWRTAN NIRAND MIAIND NN
9272 N MANT MIYVY MMYP YYD NIYON .IPYPIPTIN AnmY YV DMINRD
Y® NINVYNN DVY NDAM NNaAn NPNAN HINDAY DPRANY DINIR YV DNYY
WVIATAY NONN MPVVIR DWW IMNT (Finkel, 2011) NPRAX NPNYNOVI DPRIAN DINVR
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Desjarlais & ) N1MY2 DIRXNIN VIR 212 HY DNYP NN DNPN NR MIARND MNY
219N PYN RN MIIMN NNMY YV 1IN NNPTDPN MVINNN L1 I (Throop, 2011
N2 NIYIND MIINNDNN MIAPYA TIN»A ,1PYPIPTIND NNPMOSH DINN PN MM
NWITH .(Ortal, 2018) NANNN DXARYA NYPYIN NIXNY NNTPNN PNYN0 Y
YW VPN DY TIRN VYA 2T ,NNNYNL YWVNIRA DIBA 1N NNYYIIN YNNIO0N
00 nnmb

977182 DY NN NPMY HY DPAININR DMIPNN INRY VP 1PN IPNNN NIONA
M IYAVIN AT DINNA 1DIIYW DVYNN DPNIANA DIPNNN (Berger et al., 2023)
MOIND VPN (2014 1P WII) NNMY HY NPOVMRIVTIINDIDAN INITIAN
DYADN APRYN IR TINY .pNIYY 9PN ROYW DINN 9732 IRWI T 1KY YW Myorn
MINYN TR T NN PRARN N STNINAY DINNA YV NADN MIaN VAR DN
JIRIINODI NNMYY HRIY? YV 7aYNna

now

Pon

5w NYIYH2 DANYNRN DPINIR DIHNM 0PNV DIANYWN INRY AT IPNN NN
ApNND 57AN HY NIRIGIN DN MY YRIA RIN NOYPIP NN ANMY2 DMTRaNY oMb
%Y VAN 1IN NMIVY DIYRITIND TWARY TYNY NI2IN XN (PRI MYRNARI NV
DY WP NN DNNAY Y0 T DTN MYRNARI MR DIYRIINA .DMPYI
IpNNN HY DIYRIINGD 17200 IRIAND MIPYVIN DIPINY DMINN PV DIYRIIN
YRINY DIPN Y32 DNYY NWVWIA 19N INRY .12 GNNYWAY DNNIDN DR NP PYMIVM
.SMNa 1R INR qNNYN LN9P N’21 IR DNTIAY DIpNna ,0n’aa YYr 771,07 Yy
TIN2 MNYN YINA DANNYNT YV NIMDINNN MNIRNY NAVPH MWD Pnna
T PIN LDV DYHYY YPRVNIY DOYRIN DMTPR Y DNIRNY VI92) YPIP NNN
TNPNI NIVN PINPN PWIRD DNAPWD 2D NINRI PVYNN 0NN HY NORY v
MR WY NNYPRAY NP DIYRIIND ,NNVINNY .DINN2 IpNN DY PRY (11990
TN .D2ADN DIIRITND MXOHNN NWPA JPRMN INRY I12PY NN VAN J9IRA
91232 NYa QORI YPIP NNN PIN2 ANMY YY YT IPYY J7ann ATay 1o
295799 ¥ JNIRY 2005 MIWA MPNINAN 79 VYN DIXN

DYannvn
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TP
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1193 997 7’0 DIYNINIY ,DYVIHL DPYY MININT DMLY NAOPN HYY DINMHN M0

Dnaxnd INTPY NApNN NR Y9 7171 1955 DNMHON .0MAY2 MIWN NAT IMPN

NRY NOYNANN AYIAN NR YR DNYIN NRY T AT DO IR ,MININD N7

1927 DAYRIIND .ONPNA T NAPNY DIPN DAY MYNVNI DR R NNNDON NTN

S0 MWINNN S 19INY N AT HY AVOHTINN NYap HY ,mAanan v Yy naan
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NNMINN NRIID,000 NOYY 1YNNN DIRNAY AT 102 1'AY 1IN YaR TN InY
IR J20YW 0NN [..] DT 1IAN NXPWII DN NN DNINRN APINN DR 9N
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71911002 NINYND ,27TIN 27 DTV 1RMY YV NIRMN TIRN TY ANV 19w HH
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NY12°N RIN DPVINPN PVIVARNN TARY ,7208N 117071 NYNN NININ PN NOYRan
72 NWIND YY NvY
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T1XY 1173 DR 2NMIR DR Pan ANR Y TInY NoIn INRYI 70 DTy
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DN DAY AP NIVRIN PN .MININ NMLY TIY»N AT TNYNa  NYyTn Yy
2109 DTPANM DMMOYN NR DRAND DMWY DNPYY NN ,MIMNY NN 1NN
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D'YNN NN NYA PIVYNA DIRIIN DNY DYV’ .(Ben-Shalom et al, 2012) NYIYON
79 9V .N2 gNNWNY DYaN DAY PININ DY WIT DWVINY ,NNYWNnY DIRNND DXTR AN
IR PINY YRAN THNNI TIRN 1123 PNIP0 NYYA NHIWAY 1D 27Y NONN TPAN 190

JNYTRn HY DINMY Y 1012”7 PIRIIN

J70MIR NINA ANRY PRI

J19" RYIN
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TR 935 W NIMIR NRT [ IR DOWIRD DR 920 Y W [L.] NRY IRIN
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